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Dear Members, 

Our next Monthly meeting will be held on March 3rd 2020 at 

19:00 at the Post Home.  

If you have any question, concerns or comments about the Post 

or why we are doing or not doing something the meeting is the 

place to bring these topic’s up.  

We still have positions open. All committees need Seats filled. 

Remember this is your Post, if you want to see changes you 

must get involved.  

Post Elections are just a few Months away. I hope to see some 

new faces running.  

I would like to congratulate James A Clemons, David M Holden, 

Maurice Ravenelle & Paul Wesinger all have reached the 

milestone of 50 years of continuous Membership.  

The National Commander will visit NH in April.  

I will no longer be at the Post Home on Mondays. Anyone can 

contact me by phone or email.  

 

Commander John E York. 
 
Cell Phone: 603 262-0609 
 
Email :ujsarge@comcast.net 

Commander’s Corner  

The Coffey Cup is published monthly by 

the James E. Coffey Post 3, American  

Legion, Nashua, NH. 

Submit changes in email addresses to  

Barney Barbera, Publisher: 

sokeetay@comcast.net   

 

Submit news to be inserted to the editor  

before the 25th  of the month. 

Donald Dillaby, Editor: 

ddillaby@myfairpoint.net   
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AROUND POST 3 

Barbera Tapped as Post Service officer 

Sr. Vice Commander Don Vincent announced at the February  business meeting, that Commander John York 

has appointed Barney Barbera as Post 3 Service Officer, succeeding Bob Courtremanche. 

Barbera said he  plans to set up a collection box for pantry and personal care items to be given to the VA 

Medical Center in Manchester.  He announced that Liberty House is now at their new location, 221 Orange 

St., Manchester. 

In Other Post Business... 

At a House Committee meeting last month, Sr. Vice Commander Don Vincent suggest-

ed that the post purchase a Nashua Military Banner dedicated to Past Commander 

Karl Greene III, 2009-2011, who died while in office on 28 Apr 2011.   

PC Greene’s wife, Karen, organizes the Veterans Day ceremony at Birch Hill elemen-

tary school which the post attends every year.   

The cost of the banner, $165, is to be taken out of the Chaplain's fund. Barney Barera 

has submitted the application and a proof of the banner is to the right. 

The banner will hang along the Broad Street Parkway from Memorial day through Vet-

erans Day.  

The House Committee has approved proposals from Johnson Electric to make electri-

cal repairs in the room below the deck; to replace  a missing light fixture in the down-

stairs men’s bathroom and replace two emergency exit signs on the second floor with 

combination emergency exit and floodlights for a total cost of $575. The work was 

authorized by Commander York and has been completed. 

At it February meeting, the House Committee has selected Nashua Glass Co., to re-

place the emergency exit panic bar on the downstairs rear door. This work was ap-

proved by the committee and authorized by Commander York. 

With the completion of the electrical work and replacement of the downstairs emergency exit bar, along 

with work to replace floor tiles in the second floor bathroom, the post may be in a position to obtain Place of 

Assembly Permits from the Nashua Fire Marshal’s Office for all three floors in the building. 

In other House Committee business, Commander York appointed Bob Winkler as a member of the House 
Committee, effective immediately. 
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ADJUTANT’S MESSAGE 

DEPARTMENT OF NH 

   

 

    To all members, we are currently only 4 renewals away from achieving our goal of 270.  If you have not 

yet renewed, let's get those 2020 renewals in ASAP as your 2019 membership card expired on 12-31-2019. 

   Below is our membership renewal standing in District 2 as of 2-5-2020.  We are currently at 98.52 % of our 

goal.   

 
   If you are a new member or a former member of another post such as Post 124 and you receive a mem-

bership renewal to your old post.  Mail your $35 check made out to "James E. Coffey Post 3, American Le-

gion" to Post 3 at: PO Box 959, Nashua, NH 03061 

Warning! Do not renew twice!  Do not renew on-line and again by snail mail. This will cause confusion in 

the system and may cost you extra money. 

 
 
POST EVERLASTING - Lionel LeBlanc - Sweeney Post 2 - Lionel L. LeBlanc, 94, of Bedford, died Feb. 2, 2020. 
Master Sgt. LeBlanc won accolades for his devotion to U.S. veterans throughout the state and nation. 
13 Feb, 2020.  
Word has been received that Department Vice Commander, Tom Wiley’s mother; Ealmar Wiley has passed 
away. Cards of condolence can be sent to DVC Wiley at 549 Fernwood Farms Road, Canaan, NH 03741 
 

The annual National Commander Visitation is scheduled for April 10 - 14, 2020. 

 

The Department of New Hampshire 2020 Boys State program will take place from Sunday, June 21, through 

Friday, June 26, on the campus of Saint Anselm College in Manchester.  Applications are due to AL Dept. 

HQ in Concord by 29 May, 2020. 
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Candidates for NH Department Offices 2020-2021 

Commander  Charlie Arkwell Post 8 

   Bill Roy   Post 2 

   Tom Wiley  Post 22 

4 Vice Commanders Leo Paquin  Post 25 

   Bob St Pierre  Post 22 

   Maurice Anderson Post 41 

   James Small  Post 88 

Auditor  Mark Vatcher  Post 67 

Treasurer  Dave Quinn  Post 2 

Historian  Wayne Mitchell Post 2 

Judge Advocate Doug Micklon  Post 63 

 

 

Commander John E. York and the members of James E. Coffey Post 3 would like to congratulate the follow-

ing members on achieving the distinguished milestone of being a member of the American Legion for 50 

continuous years: James A. Clemons, David M. Holden, Maurice Ravenelle, and Paul J. Wesinger.  These 

members will be presented certificates from National Headquarters at a ceremony held during the next reg-

ular business meeting on March 3rd at the post home.  All members are encouraged to attend and show 

their appreciation for these four members’ accomplishment.  

On 8 Feb 2020, Barney Barbera and I attended an open house at the new location for Liberty House, 221 Or-

ange St., Manchester, NH  

We were given a tour of the facility as it exists today and shown floor plans of what it will look like after they 

renovate and remodel the building.  They plan to spend approx. 1 million dollars to renovate the building. 

Work will begin around the 1st of April 2020 and continue through July of 2020.  They hope to be able to 

move their operation into the building by the end of July at which time they will have accommodations for 

about 20 residents which is double what they have at their current facility.  Until then, all operations will 

remain at the current facility and any donations to their pantry should be brought there.   

Chris Peirce, the state commander of the VFW attended, also several members of Rolling Thunder and the 

Vietnam Veterans of America.  Rolling Thunder offered to install a POW/MIA table at the new facility when 

the residents are settled in. 

 

District 2 February meeting was CANCELLED. March meeting will be at Post 23 Milford - Bob Valentine, Dis-
trict 2 Commander. 

DISTRICT 2 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 
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Transferred to POST EVERLASTING:  

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE  

Ron Poirier 

Chaplain 
603-888-2830 
cell: 603-809-9482 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

Gerard Migneault,  Feb. 11, 2020 US Army,  Korea. 

Habitat for Humanity to Build Home for 2 Vet families 

The Greater Nashua Habitat for Humanity is planning to build a new home for two veteran families. 

“We are ready to break ground,” said Scott Slattery, executive director of the Greater Nashua Habitat for Hu-

manity. 

Habitat will be constructing a two-unit home at 10 Paxton Terrace, which is currently vacant property on a 

small, quarter-acre lot. 

Each unit will include two-levels for a combined living space of 1,300 square feet, according to Slattery. 

“We will build our house using all-volunteer labor,” he recently told an aldermanic committee. 

The veteran families who will occupy the house will be selected through an application process, he said. 

Each unit will have three bedrooms, two bathrooms and a walk-out basement. 

Carrie Schena, urban programs manager with the city, said the project will add much-needed affordable 

housing units to the city. 

“Furthermore, HUD has always encouraged grantees to target funding to vulnerable populations, such as 

veterans,” Schena wrote in a memo to the committee. 

For a family of four, that income is typically around $60,000, he said. 
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This is the Legion I Know 

By Beverly Winkler 

I know the American Legion has many programs that it has every right to be proud of, such as: Boy's State, The Le-
gion's Jr. and Sr. Oratorical contests, Legion Baseball teams, Scholarships, Sons of the Legion and many other projects 
to help our Youth, City, State, and Nation. For me it is the ability of the Legion to provide a place to go for all veterans 
who have served their Country and are forever changed in both small and large ways.  
,  
What I am referring to goes back to the Legion’s roots, even if there is no formal program. The Legion provides a 
chance for Veterans to talk with someone who understand (as much is a human being can) about what they have had 
to adjust to. This for me makes a Legion membership so special and different from other organizations. To show what 
I mean I would like to share the following story from someone who knew how to listen. 

         One night at the Legion in Nashua. I was on the outside deck while my husband, Bob, as he and other Legion 
members were setting up for a Post event. There was one table in the corner with a young man sitting there alone. I 
sat down and asked him if he minded if I joined him? He said no. I noticed he was very depressed and upset. I can't 
recall anything we talked about, but he had a lot to say. So I just listened. He was shaking and there were tears on his 
cheeks. I remember thinking, he's was talking about his duty, like he was back there reliving it all again. It was so real I 
thought I was there with him. Here is his story: 

         “Our group was on re-con in the jungle. We were high on a hill looking at this tiny village where there were five 
shacks. The enemy came in shooting at all the people that were there. On the other side was a line of people. Women 
with babies, children racing into the jungle to hide. After a while the screams and shouting stopped and it became qui-
et. Then a man pulled a young girl, by her hair, out onto the dirt road below us. He made her kneel in the road. He was 
yelling at her, but we couldn't understand him. 

          I had my gun aimed at his head. I told the officer, "I can take him out. I've got a perfect shot!"  My officer said 
(twice) Don't fire! If you do you'll give out our position and you'll get court marshaled, at the very least you will get." I 
lowered my gun, then I watched the man shoot the girl in the head. She fell face down in the dirt.”  

          By this time, the young man was shaking. He kept his head turned away and lowered all the time. I knew he was 
reliving that day all over again. The guilt, the hurting, the trauma ….I don't recall us talking after, that was all. But I felt 
his pain. I got up for a few moments. And when I came back---he was gone. 
         He never told me his name, nor did I tell him mine. But he had come to the right place to unload his problem. No 
one here would judge him, for many have their bad memories. I felt my heart hurt for him and prayed he finds his way 
out. 
    To my fellow Legionnaires: Remember that if you don't get involved at your post there may be a Veteran that needs 
to talk and there will be no post for them to go to.  Come to a meeting, help out on a committee, do what you can, 
BUT please think about doing something. 
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